
In other words, log books and paperwork will 
look the same for amateur-built as for type 
certificated aircraft.  The only difference will 
be the signing authority, which for amateur-
built aircraft will be the owner, or a licensed 
aircraft engineer, whereas for type certifi-
cated it would be a licensed engineer only. 

You are required to maintain a technical re-
cord of the airframe, the power-plant, and the 
propeller (if adjustable or constant speed).  
Electronic logs are acceptable, but I would 
strongly suggest that you always follow up with 
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backup storage and/or hard copy to ensure 
that records are not lost. 
 

 
Your name and signature showing that the 
work has been ‘signed off’ must appear on 
the technical records. 
   

This would include the elementary type 
of work that would be performed in nor-
mal maintenance, such as an oil 
change, checking and topping up brake 
fluid reservoirs, tire replacement, etc. 
 

Google onto ‘Canadian Aviation Regula-
tions. Part VI, STD 625, Appendix B & C’, and 
download a typical maintenance checklist 
that you can use for your aircraft’s annual 
inspection.  Note that an annual inspection is 
required every twelve months.  This means 
that if the date of the previous annual in-
spection and sign-off is June 3, 2006, the next 
inspection and sign off can be no later than 
June 3, 2007.  There is confusion between this 
annual maintenance inspection and sign-off, 
and a ‘50’ or a ‘100 hour’ maintenance in-

spection.  The first can take the place of the 
second, but the ‘50’ or the ‘100 hour’ mainte-
nance inspection does not replace the 
‘annual’.   
 

It is a good idea to summarize the mainte-
nance work done in the journey log, refer-
encing the technical log or records where 
the full detailed descriptions would be re-
corded.

For instance, if you own an aircraft with 
wheels, skis, and floats, you will need a sepa-
rate weight and balance report for each. 
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Although not necessary, it would be foolish 
not to observe any AD’s that could compro-
mise the safety and performance of your 
aircraft.  In the event of an incident resulting 
in litigation, your due diligence to safety is-
sues, recorded in the appropriate log re-
cords, will be a strong tool mitigating in your 
favour. 
 

Your best source of information as well as 
supporting data is AC 43-13.  Always refer-
ence any repair or maintenance work to a 
specific Section, and paragraph.  
  

This is where you would show your own 
analysis or calculations to support the deci-
sions and applications that deviate from 
your kit manufacturer’s design. 
 

Although this may seem subjective, you are 
advised to ere on the safe or conservative 
side.  This would include changing an en-
gine, a propeller, modifying a structural 
component, (perhaps to accommodate a 
new flight instrument), etc.  You may well be 
required to repeat your initial 25 hours of 
flight before a new permanent Special C of 
A is issued, but that is a lot better than trying 
to explain why you didn’t consider needing 
a new weight and balance report, etc. 
when you replaced that Rotax with a Chevy 
block.   
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