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“Bent Prop’s & Blow Pots” 
 - Another in Paul’s Aviation 
history series. 

Test Flying: Engine 
Break-In 
Briefing from HAC Mtg. 
June 7, Agenda Preview 

www.eaahighriver. org 

In early May, 2006 many of our chapter members joined the flight to 
Billings, Montana.  Needless to say, we all had a great time, but some 
of us learned a great deal too.  A new challenge for some of us was 
the cross-border flight and learning to meet the requirements of cus-
toms and immigration on both sides of the border.  And so we had the 
best of both worlds; enjoying our friends and our hobby and expand-
ing our knowledge of flight. 
 
If you enjoyed “Billings” you will want to join us for a Chapter flight to 
Ram Falls on June 10.  Not a long flight, but the challenge here is a bit 
of mountain flying and a high-altitude airport. 
 
Ralph Inkster, our intrepid Vice President writes on our website: 

 
Ralph made a scouting trip and took the picture above as well as sev-
eral others on our website.  Be sure to go there and check them out 
and then join us and enjoy your flight! 

This is a great opportunity to hone your mountain flying, This is a great opportunity to hone your mountain flying, This is a great opportunity to hone your mountain flying, This is a great opportunity to hone your mountain flying, 
high density airport, and grass strip operational skills.high density airport, and grass strip operational skills.high density airport, and grass strip operational skills.high density airport, and grass strip operational skills.    Not to Not to Not to Not to 
mention your social skills! mention your social skills! mention your social skills! mention your social skills! 

VIMtg. (see Page 9) 
Business Mtg. for Father’s Day 
Fly In .  Guest Speaker, Ed 
Wischmeyer, See Page 6 
 
Ed’s particular topic has not been con-
firmed, but come with your questions.  
This will be a great time to share in 
Ed’s knowledge of almost every aspect 
of the aircraft industry. 
 
June 7th (1900h. Dueck Hangar, 
Snacks at 1830)   

  

Ram Falls, from the ground 
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---- Paul Gregory Paul Gregory Paul Gregory Paul Gregory    

I I I I am fascinated 

with our early Cana-
dian aviation pioneers. 
These pilots risked 
their lives relying on 
primitive technology, 
pursuing a passion of 
doing something they 
loved in extreme condi-
tions. So when I come 
across a first-hand ac-
count of what it was 

like to work and fly in the Canadian north in the 
early years, I have to 
read it. But imagine 
my surprise at open-
ing one such book 
only to find out it 
isn’t about a pilot at 
all.  
 
The book is Bent 
Props and Blow 
Pots: A Pioneer Re-
members Northern 
Bush Flying by Rex 
Terpington (Harbour 
Publishing, 2003).  
This is a personal 
account not from a 
pilot’s perspective 
but from an “air en-
gineer”.  Back in those days, 
pilots couldn’t fly without hav-
ing an engineer along to pre-
pare, nurse, and pamper the 
plane from one base to the 
next (airports came along 
many years later as did ra-
dios)  – in fact the pilot bet 
his life on the skills of his en-
gineer.  
 
Rex, the author, was one of 

those “air engineers.” He diligently kept a per-
sonal log and was an avid photographer through-
out his career that started in 1930. As a result 
his stories are filled with vivid recollections of 
many adventures. He recounts many close calls – 
not surprising as they flew over unmapped coun-
try into un-forecasted weather hundreds of miles 
from any living person. Their bases were rivers, 
lakes, ponds and any open stretch of water de-
spite the season. Landing on ice covered rivers 
was fraught with dangers and often these heavy 
aircraft would go through the ice. All repairs were 
improvised onsite where the aircraft lay using 
whatever they could salvage or use. If you think 

homebuilding is 
challenging – 
try doing it in 
the outside in 
the wilderness! 
 
Even his de-
scriptions of 
“mundane” 
daily routines 
paint a vivid 
picture of what 
kind of people 
these pioneers 
were like. Imag-
ine waking at 
pre-dawn often 
in -40° weather 
(which is the 
same in Celsius 

and Fahrenheit!) to preheat 
the drained engine oil to the 
right temperature and then 
quickly fill the engine; which, if 
it didn’t start meant having to 
drain the oil and start the proc-
ess all over again. These and 
other small details are fasci-
nating to someone like myself 
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who has grown up expecting engines to spark into 
life with nothing more than a twist of the wrist.    
 
Rex does recount how some of his peers and col-
leagues were less fortunate and were lost in the 
cause of opening the Canadian North. These air en-
gineers faced the same risks and dangers their 
more famous pilot counterparts did, without the 
historical recognition. Fortunately Rex’s book does 
much to correct this misperception.  
 
What is a blow pot you ask? Well it was a smelly 
gasoline burning heater used to heat the engine 
block on the aircraft under the cover of a tent. It 
required constant attention due its risk of fire, de-
spite its fumes choking the engineer to tears in 
such a confined space.  
 

One small note: I was surprised to read in the open-
ing acknowledgements a reference to one of our 
esteemed Chapter 1410 members: Clarke Seaborn! 
Clarke tells me that he knows Rex and that he is as 
interesting a fellow to talk to as is his book is to 
read. 

WWWWho writes Kitplane’s  
featured article almost 
every month?? 
 
Answer:  That author is Ed 
Wischmeyer of Prescott, 
Arizona. 
 
Ed, a former member of the 
EAA Homebuilt Aircraft 
Council, and the current 
Chair of the AirVenture 

Awards Committee, has agreed to address our Chapter on 
June 7.  There are many other credentials that we could cite, 
but Kitplanes’ readers will attest to Ed’s unique cache of 
knowledge and experience. 

Ed’s Air Cam, obtained from a Drug Bust! 
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The Wright Stuff: Born to “Ramble”The Wright Stuff: Born to “Ramble”The Wright Stuff: Born to “Ramble”The Wright Stuff: Born to “Ramble”    

Now, all of you head this way to the 
Bathroom and report back to me.Sometimes, people are hard to find Sometimes, people are hard to find Sometimes, people are hard to find Sometimes, people are hard to find 

when they have a new airplane.when they have a new airplane.when they have a new airplane.when they have a new airplane.    

I’ve been Building Air-I’ve been Building Air-I’ve been Building Air-I’ve been Building Air-
craft since I was . . . 3craft since I was . . . 3craft since I was . . . 3craft since I was . . . 3    

Hey Girls! We  Hey Girls! We  Hey Girls! We  Hey Girls! We  ReallyReallyReallyReally Need You  Need You  Need You  Need You 
HereHereHereHere


